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The TRYAL of 
Aſſurance. 


| John 271. I 7- | 
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ww Simon ſor of Fonas, loveſt thou Me 2 


| HE falls of the People of God { 

Carten their ſincerity : they are as 
Cloud covering their uprightnels : thi 
do make their ſincerity queſtional 
unto others : fome that take notice of their fa 
are ready to ſuſpe&, and others are ready to det 
their ſincerity ; ſtanders by are apt to impul 
their falls to their Hypociily and the reigniry 
power of fin ; as it they had now provd 
themſelves to be Hypocrices. They are read 
\ to ſay of them, as David faid of Doeg, Lo t 
is the man that made net God his trutt, Aud 


3 
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make thei ry queſtionabie to them- 
S* it they have ſeen fometining of up 1ght- 
in themfclves beto _ now they tear, tney 
re mittaren : they think 1 the: © h.d beets 
Grace, that would have FO ved them } 
m talling : their fails wound their Contcievces 
difturb ver Peace, They think 1t God 
3 loved Hem, he would nut have ſ:, itercd P 
to -fuch fins it frems to chem 
be che liv or Gods hatred : they are apt 


—_. | X I, x =Y Þ , 
IZtih Ii1 of ill « L4ilW CL3JL1F% ETICTI [| __ 
CI | ' g a o 
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WH tO 11n tO ag 1nlt 111. c<aran is, Woinit to | 
| p Pe ._ hf nos = Sod i, 
DIUVE their fall- unto h&11 GICTOUPUIECHICNT g 
« a © as 2 ..—_ y Jo | 
I rattes ſuch miſts, that &av 1s turned into night | 
to thei. Upon thts Geefion Ciliilt puts wits 


RS... I PRI. Os k on Sy - - js {2 iro 1 
eliton to Perer ; the Liicttles mveht be unfa- 
2 WW SP wnarnldg 6 is nr _—_—— 
tyed with him, becauſe of jis tail 5 and | 
ighe be Ciſtaiblyed wick | 
hilt 15 Jjeading Of hin iato ths izXAm: 
' kix OSS Page” pw. FOLS , * DEE RR Vncotve ( 

31S OVWNL UNCELITY. 1 O0U, RY COLICCLYSG {34LUOILS 
eaning thus : Peter you nave made al 
mM many yeats : but NC 
2 ſhameiy | 
te WA 3 n } | x7 (- T'9 FO > 15. ws 38: () id 
ar bon La WW CUI CG F Vs kad ne, Det / + \o YIi#id ww WJ Ik 
Ny m2, Sur as foon as tho Cempration came 
u prieien: on denyea me : and as it it were 

. Y 5 | ht 
& Cough tn do It ONCE, you Gid ic a iecond 
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and a third time : and > if main denying 
no: been enough, you did it with Curlirp 
Swearing : is there any love in your hea e 
re ? you ſhewed fome affe&tion but now,} 
throwing your felr into the Sea, bu: 1:47 

love ? have I your heart 2 am | the oh: -&t} 
your love ? you profeii.d more Jove than oth 
Diſciples ; but do you indeed love me ? 


DOCERINE. 


If a 740 ag's mor CEFLE! "y haow, that ' he 
perfor med one at of Sat ving Grace, he call 
be certain of his Sincerit } from his Wa ik. 


L/ 


The Tryal of nerny i5 a great and w _ 
work. v8 had need be careful in giv; 
Rul:s of Tryal 3 and pbca. le had necd be care 
in applyins Rales of Tryal - the Poeriad 
propounder] to prevent miſtakes in (ns: mart 
Godiy men are deſcribed in the Sc Iprur Tay 
men, that walk in the law of the Lov! + men | 
walk not after the fleſh but after the. ©piti! 
FE impotlible tor 2ny man to evidence hi 
trom hence ; unlets he certainly knows that] 
has periorined toms act or acts ol {2aving * C3r 
A: man may have a pronable knowleGge 'of 
ftacerity, though he do not certainly know t 
he has pe rformed any a&t of faving Grace : 
this ts all that he can at! 21g to by his walk 


O 


do not know that he '& performed any one 
. of ſaving Grace, There be many a&ts of 
ring Grace ; as to believe in Chriſt, to love 
1d and Chriſt, to hate ſin, to make the Glory 
- God one's end : and if a man don't certainly 
-Iw any fuch thing by himſelf ; he will never 
able irom his walk to prove himſelf to be 
"aint. If a thing ſhine like fire in che night, 
t you cannot know it to be fire from thence ; 
els you ſee in it lome property of fire, If a 

ng adas as 1f It had life, yet you cannot know 
,m thence, that 1t has life, unleſs you know 
\Ne action to be a Vital ation. You cannot 
52W that a man do's miracles, unleſs you know 
y one action to be miraculous : So here. 


In order to the cle aring of this, TI ſhall firſt 
mii2 three things, 
it. They that walk in a 1 way of holineſs are 
&2re : ail that walk in a way of obedicnce are 
Fight. Walking in Gods vay 5 15 the Character 
ia Saint Pai, 119.1. Bleſſed are the undefiled in 
h Way, ho tk in the law of the Lord, An holy 
> is a certain ſign of a holy heart, A life ofobe- 
ence ſhows a principal oi Grace : tney that live 
fie of numilicy, jove and taith are real Saints ; 
3ZY are ſuch indeed as they do projets themſelves 
-be : chough they have many infirmities and cor- 
Ytions, Yet they are ſincere Saints. An Loly lite 
pore than any Hypocrite can attain unto : he 
" 


o 
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may counterfeit Holineſs 5nd have the image q 
It ; but falls utterly ſhort of an holy life : an hol 
life is a life of ſincerity and flows from a principh 
of fincetity : other principles may make a mz 
live a moral and religious life : Pradence, Prid 
and laviſh tear may produce m':ch out-ward col 
tormicy, and many inward atfefions : but ont 
a principle of Grace can inable a man to live 
holy lite : all that live holily are regenerate me} 
E9b. 2, 10. Created im Chriſt Jeſus wnto good work 


2. They that walk in a way of unholinels Y 
not ſincere : they that lead an unholy life 

not upright : a principle of Grace will keep! 
man trom ways of fin. 1 7b 3-9. He that | 
born of God, doth not commit [in, for 1s feed remain 
in him, and be cam! jon, becauſe be is born of Goy 
he has ſo much tear that he can't live a life 
ſin, he hates fin fo that he cannot live a lite 
ſin : Some that are fincere have a lefs degg 
of ſincerity than others ; but the leaſt Gegreef} 
fincerity will preſerve a man from an unholy | | 
Pſal. 18. 23. Iwas 6;je upright before bim and I k 
my ſelf from mine iniquity. An unholy lite ſhe! 
the reignin g _— of tin. Fob. 8. 24. He that © 
mitteth ſin, is the ſervant of ſin. They that are { 
ivg ay L uſt arc not ſerving of the Loa it 
make great prerentions of lincerity, yer lead unhe 
lives, there is ne ſincerity in them : it they hg 
greas affections and hopes, yet they have no 


E = 
'Tity : they profeſs one t hing and praftife ano- 
er. If men ſerve their Pride or their Covereouſ-. ti 
eſs, or their Vol: iptnouſneſs, they are not ſincere, - | Q 
ley are utterly deftitute of a principl2 of Grace 2 | h 
:they have ſhews of Grace, yet they are but Hy- R 
crites, and will- he damned at the lat day, Q 
uke 13.27. Depart from me, all ye workers of 98 
auity, 1 
3. Many men feem to themſelves to walk ina uv 
yy of Holinefs, | wn AGre Cort tainly know thac | |: 


r they did perform an a& of ſaving gra ceg | al 
Cugh all Rog make an hich projet: ton don't _n 
:m to themielves to lead an holy life, yet -a- | 
ndance of them do : they are confciencious of | a 

their ways, have many adore alietions 3' | & 
urn for ſin, rejoyce in Sabbaths, are thank- ( 
for mercies ; are "AIted under the Tokens tl 
Gods Anger, ate defirous of the Converſion it 
others : it ſcems to hom, that they jive In I 

e degree as Saints of old id : they think they al 
Ik holily, yet many of theſe nzrfons dome cer- O 
aly know that ever they d13 periorm one at | 2 


0 LS i 
ſaving grace, ſeveral of Mem never aid per- 6/ 


_ >3 

m oe a&k of ſaving grace, therefore they can-* | tt 

* KNOW that they have :; _ yn that tiave t! 
3e It, are !n the dark about'it ; ey are under tl 
zbts and uncertainiies about it : the Queſtion a' 
Whether ſuch perfons can ho irom their h 
alk, that the Y are ſincere. This - the Doctrine | 
'S deny, and it may ry b2 cleare-} up. | a 


Argument, 


Hg 
Argument 1, Te is 'the acting of Grace thai 
makes and ſhews the Walk to be holy : is is. noff 
© | the orderlineſs of mens walk that La ic to bg 
: | hdly; nor the affetionateneſs of mens hearts 1 
Religion, that ſhews their walk to be holy ; nay 
- . the long cominuance of good Carriages, Nor 
F good behaviour in. a day of temptation ; nor. & 
+ | ſavoury ſpirit ; theſe things may all be, yer the 
| | walk not be holy : it there be the acting of love 
* faith and repentance, then t] alk is holy : b 
all that men dois a To hy a wer it there bg 
not the acting of grace : it there bz no grace | 
their prayers, in tle faſtings, in their diſcourſes 
all is in hypocriſy : confcien nciouſnels don't proy 
their walk to be ſincere : the yourig man in thg 

Golpel was conſcientious : Mart. L 9. 20, all theſs 
: 


| 


things have 1 done from my youth. Le ai GOn't prov 
it, a man may be ZCalous, yet not up! ight : Rom 
Io. 2, they be the adtings of orace that mak 
and ſhew the watk to be holy ; if ic Þe not a life 
of faith and love, it is not a holy lite: Gal. 
20. the life that I live in the fleſh, 1 line by th | 

of the Son. of God: therefore he that don't know! 
that he has peztormed an a&k of grace, can't know 
that he has an holy walx: he that don't Eno wo 
that he has that which 1s the life of ain holy oo 
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and eflential to it, can't know that his walk i 

holy. 
| 2. It 15 harder to know an holy walk can One 
act of grace : it 1s harder for any man to uy 
£145 


[8 
at he leads an holy lite, - that he petforms a of 
*racious aft : for an holy life does conſiſt of ma- | Þ 
dy gracious ations; and it is harder to diſcern ba 
Mat a man has done many, then that he has 'done | 
Ine : it is harder to'find out many profitable herbs | ©! 
the field than one ; harder to diſcern many bi 
trains of Wheat among the Chaff, than one it It 
5 harder to find many Evidences of a good E- | 
Fate than one'; to the, diſcerning of many acts of it 
Frace, there is required more obſeryation. and ex- Lt 
mination, then to the diſcerning of one ad of |? 
Brace 3 it it be difficult. to find one, it -will be The 
mores Giſhcult to find two, ten, an hundred ; theres th 
Fore he that don't know that he has performed | 
Ine a& of grace, does not know that he leads an 15 
bly life, 1 may allude to that, Jer. x2. 5. if thow 
baft run with the footmen and they bave wearied thee, 
bow wilt thou contend with horſes. Cc 
* 3. If the holineſs of mens actions can't be dil- ſe 
cerned feverally, it can't be diſcerned in conjunRi- || 
Fn: 16 a man looks upon bi; ations feverally; and | 
Tannot fay that this or that or any one was an |< 
holy action ; he cannot fay concerning any aRi- ,& 
bn, that it was an a& of ſaving taith; or ſaving |! 
dove ; how can he when he looks upon his carria- |* 
pes together, ſay they are holy, it there be no þ 
oo ation that he can fay is ſincere ; how can he |! 
ſay that his walk is ſincere : if a man ſees an heap 
&o corn, how can he ſay, it is an heap of wheat, |t 
[when he does not know, that there is one grain |t| 


\ 
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2 
. | of. wheat there: the ſincerity of his walk depend 
4- | upon the ſincerity of particular ations; and i 
n | that be hidden from him, how can he fay his 
\ | walk i is ſincere : it tor ought he knows every pray! 
bs | £r and duty be done in hypocriſy ; then for ougly 
'y | he knows, his whole life is a life of hypocriſy 
:+ |If he can inſtance in no aRion that is certain 
3 | otherwile, i it may be ſo for ought that he knows 
of 11f he canf anſwer to this queſtion. Kay 21,17 
x- | Loveſs thou me? or to that, Foh 9g dot thoul 
of | believe on the Son of God ? or AS. fuch like 
e |he cannot tell that he lives an holy lite g 
e; [therefore ſuch a man can*t prove his ſincerity tron 
»d | his walk. No walk can be evidential, but wha 
in is made up of ads of grace; therefore if he ſeey 
-y none, he can have no evidence from his walk. þ 
0. 4. Ifthere be no ad of grace, there is no ſing 
; — therefore if he ſees no a& of grace, ' he 

i Tees no ſincerity 3 when there is no a&t of gracez 
ti. there is no principle of grace : though a -ma | 
14d | walk in print, yet there 15 no ſincerity; many 
in | carry themſelves very fairly, but if there be ng 
ti- | grace, there is no uprightneb; in them, Job 5. 424 
1g I know you, that you bave not the love of God in you | 
a- |It 1s all countericit walk : they are like men upony 
20 | the Stage, that perſonate other kind of men ; iq 

theſe men walk like S1ints, and calk like Saints 
ap | but if there be no at of grace, iney are no Saints | 
t, [they want that which does confticute a Saint 
| | theretore it a man do aot know any act ol grace 


: 
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To | 

In himfclf, he can't know himſelf to be a Saint; | m7 
though he walk like an Angel, 
a F. The multiplication of Juch acts as are Cont 
ARON to Saints and hypocrites, don't ſhew him al of 
Meincere ; pray er is common to Saints and hyno-! f 
rites, Plal. 8 78. 3 When he flew them, then they 
bought bim, they returned and enquired early after God ; 
herciore if a man do this a thouſand times, it al 
lon*: prove him to be a Saint ; fo morality is coms! gþ 
119n to Saints and hypacrites. Mz, 19, 20. and it] g1 
} MAN- Carr12s mor ally, eweaty years together, 1t' 

p on't ſhew him to be a Saint ; fo zeal, to delight 
in dabbaths ; if an. hypocrite may do theſe thin 'B5,! el 
then the mult: 'PHCAt 10N of th, Cm, and walking in C 
Juch a way is no evidence; that which is come, & 
ON, let it be tc pled never lo often, don t be- I 


Wn there tore : re can be No © vide ce of a| « 
700d - eſtate from a mans wals, nnlzfs he knew 
lome att of grac?, it be can't diſcern fome. at 
pf {4vi12 grace, he mult be at a lots .aoGut his 
dincerity. 


; 
C 
| 
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See ths reaſon why many Profeſlors are unla/ | 
&t1>5cd about their fin ncerity 3 though the have al-, 
[pretty good conve;lation, are conſcientious, aife- 

(Etunate, Zealous, yet they are tull of tears. they) y 
are Giten peiplexed, and don't know what tO! ; 


T1. 


\ 17 
nt; | make of themſelves; it ſeems to _ that theit 
walk 1s pretty much 2CCOTUNIE to rule, bur the 

Im do not know that ever they aia periorm ariy att 
Df! of faving grace ; they cant anſiver to tich que 
pO- ftions Loweſlt thcu me 2 Jon. 21. 17. Gr dt the 
bey believe 0 the Sen of on ioh. 9.35. thts does 
04 ; create a deal of pe 'DICY y £9 them ; and ICY Ary 
it] atraid what will become ct chemiclves, aiter all 
M»/ tkeir protciiion. And there are three iorts 
: i them, | 
it 7x, Some P! ofctlors never Gid fee any aft of 
zhe gracc in themfcives ; he never had any: and 
'25,] theretore could not feeMny * 1bcy have had _ 

IN) jon, but no love ; forrow, but not godly forro 

IMN*, encourageinent, but no faith. There be many 
DE Proteilors that are utte:ly defticurs of gracious call 
NO riages, they have the retemblance of them, bul 
2 they ne ver had any exerc le of grace ; they ard 
aha {pirit: cally dead, and never did periorm any act Of 
ac ſpirituas ifs > thus it was with Saul, Doeg, Achitai 
til phel, Fuaas and Demas, ©2v WEIE ON iy te ricture 
of Saints, and imjexrcd the actions of Spiritual 
Liic, but did no _— them; an ew irce can't 
brino {th prod fruit, men Can't oats 7 grapes of 
thorns, or gs of ft, 2/LAT, 7. IG, 18S & 'CY can't 
Mas lee acts ot "grace :* NCA Carnat Ice that winch is 
2 l-not 
He 2: Some Profeſſors never did certainly Know 
ICY) that they have pertormed ai.y act ot laving grace 


= they have diſcovered jhe workings ol grace loms 


[12 ] 
imes in themſelves, but not fo plainly, as to be: 
Fable to ſpeak roundly up to it, as Peter did, Lord, : 
Brbou knoweſt all things ; thou knoweſt that 1 love 
bee? Job. 21. 17, they underſtand that chere 1s 
k great geal that does reſemble grace, that 1s not 
LBFACe 3 - and to they doubt whether it be of the 
Wright kind : they know that there 15 a temporary 
[or Luk. 8.13 . fone believe jor a time, and then 
all away ; aad th re may be ft:ong defires and! 
Fdeclight, where there 15 no ſincere love; yn 
ay be great pings of attz&ion, without any ups! } 
ightneſs, and the acts ot,grace were not ſo clear, | 7 f 
ſome others do ipAk F hence they are not! - 
Fully ſatisfied ; as when one 1ccs a man at a great 
Aiftance, he is at ſome loſs w heiher it bo a man. I 
” 3. Some have certainly ſeen © workings of. 
Rrace, but through cemprations finc2, they have |? x 
1 { the certainty of that kno! wiage 3 - at. the time: 
they knew they did belizve in Ch.ilt, and that 
*hey loved God, and couid fay as Darid, Pſalm 
16. I. 1 love the Lord ; and as, Plal. 46. 1. The * 
ord is my ſtrength and refage : but atterwards they © f 
"have not fo full and clear a remembrance of it fr 
42nd God brings them into afflition, and unbelief® 
drevails, and now they are ſuipicious that they 
Spere miſtaken ; beſides, God Gonft hear their 
? rayers, they have fought him many a time. tor. 
Mach & ſich a mercy, and he has denied them at] h 
alt ; beſides, they find a dead heare, corrup- f 
on lttong, and hay had ao fuchi plain pckinel : 


a__ }—_ 


L. 13 

be: Of Grace a pretty while, accordingly they are fu | 
Ws” of tears whether they are not miliaken : they 1a 
* 11 there were no deceit in it, how comes It | 
- be fo and ſo with me ? 


is 
not 

ary F bo 
Pk Others cannot be certain of a mans fincer1 


wm from his Converſation : if others fee men car | 
ere, Well, they preſently lay, they are good men | 
up-| but they don't know it from thence ; there if 
, ar, | Jpdeed ground enough ior Charity ; but not fol 
not | Atlarance : for whatever mens Converſation bg 
_—; they don't fee the aftings of Grace, they ca ] 
not be allured that the man is a Godly matfj 
' of |{t is not good to depend upon the judgment of 

'ethers, for they do not know, whether a man 
me\Þ? lincere or not. All che external acts of Chaz 
barlity, Piety, Juſtice and Sobriety, may be per: 
RR formed by a man that has no Grace Prudence 
The \and Contcience may produce them all : and, 
hey ne that has no Grace may carry as well i | 
it he eye ot che. world, as he that has ic Perer| 
lieg foes but luppole Silvanus to be faichiul, x Pet. 5.12, 
hey ' | + 
af Conſider 1. The inward aQings of Grace arg 
fog thviſible to others. A man may look into h | 
1 aeÞwn heart, and fce the aftings and workingy 

hat are there ; but he can't look into the hearts 


irght others ;. mga can't tgll what actipgs there, by 


= 
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their underſtandings and wilt '* men canft 
ff » t Ji > Aa + ir yh; 
e when they act, nor what they act, nor waat 
ey act upon ; nor how they act ; men can't 
ell wi;ether they chuſe or refuſe. Fer." 17, 9. 
be heart is deceitſul above ail things, who can 
RoW it © 


' 2. Mcn cannot by words or a&ions make 
he aciings of grace fo vitible to others, 'that 
hey can ciltinguiſh them : if a man talk gras 
aouſly and walk graciouſly, he can's n.ake 
rother certain; that he does fo: anotiier that 
ees the external ation, can't certainly vittin- 
Þuiſh it from a formal ation ; it he fatisfy a- 
other, yet he can't aſſure another, that it 1s 
t gracious action: a man may ſpzak like an 
Angcl, yet not have charity ; he may prive all 
Þrs goods to feed the poor, and his body to be bur- 
ped, and yet not have charity, 1 COr. 3- 1, .2, 13- 


USE Ill. 


Of Warning, That you be not confident cf 
wour finceitly from your walk, - without the 
ertain knowledge that you have periormedc 
ny a&t cf ſaving grace: fome men 'will be 
tonfident that they are in a good eltate 
though they do not know that ever they be 
fieved in Chriſt, or have exerciſed ' any true 
ve to God : all that' they hays to: fay* 1o 


| xe | 


chemſclves is, that they have a conſciencious cal 
to do their duty, and are many times affected i 
a religious way, and hope, they do cruſt in Chrit 
and make the glory of God their end ; and the 
find attection to the people of God : but this ye 
may be ſure of, you canft conclude your fincerig 
irom your walk, unleſs you know that you haw 
performed fome a& or ats of fſavirtp grace : 

you do know that, then you have reaſon wo cor 
clude your walk to bz holy : where there is on 
act of ſaving grace, there will be more : there ; 
the principle, Lut without this you cannot con 
clude it, ! 


Conſider x. If you be fincere, this confidence : 
meer tlattery ; good men ſometimes think the! 


are good upon fuch foundations as will not hold! 
as becauſe God does the things that they hav! 
raged for; becauſe he ſmiles upon then 

an his Providence ; becauſe others think they ar 

Saints : fo this is one way of flattery : if you be up; 
right, yet you can't tell it trom your walk, it you 
do not know thac you exercile grace: ior oughh 
any thing thar you know, your lite is a lite 0 
hypocriſy : men may do all that you know you 
go, and yer bs hypocrices; your walk can't bg 
evidential to you, if you do not ſez the acts of 
grace, your contidence is preſumption 5 men mull 
go upon a ſure bottom, 2 Cor. 13. 5. Exam 
ar ſelvroprove your 9wn ſelver, & (ls Hattgring & 


3 Fad; 1 | 
ep that you are fallen into does you much hurt : | 
vis makes you negle&t a good - confidence, ahd 
xpoſes you to live a careleſs lile, without any 
feat matter of the lite of religion. 


* 2, If you be not fincere, it may prove your 
tine ; ſome men that take notice of their con- 
cientiouſneſs do conclude themfelves godly, 
phen they are ungodly : and fall ihort of a prin- | 

iple of- grace : they are deſtitute of faith -and 

ve, Joh 5. 42. 1 know you, that you have nt the | | 
ve of God im youu ; but becaule they imagine that | 
aey are ſincere, they reſt in their preſent attains | 
ents, Joh. 9. 41. becauſe you ſay we ſee, therefore 
our ſin remaintth :; when they are ſtirred up to | 
et (incerity, they hope they havg it already, they | 
iope others will take the warning, and that their | 
hildren will hearken, but they think themſelves | 
re out of danger: counſels and warnings are | 
oft upon them, they bleſs themſelves in their | 
dreſent eſtate, they think their dileaſe is cured, 
nd fo give over the uſe of means ; they think 
hey are provided for Eternity, and fo they are| 
it reſt : they are under ſome endeavours to get} 
nore knowledge and more grace, but not to be 
onverted : hence chis work is neglected ; wh 

mce they* have taken up ſuch a conceit that they 
re godly, they have got their deaths wound, if 
nercy do not prevent: they live: careleſly, and' 


gn they coms to dye, they will be ſhut out of 


on a ae a Ama 0X 89 cc 2c cc 3X2 


the Kingdom of God : there will be no roo 
tor them in heaven, Mat. 25. 12. Depart from 
I know you not. Ia. go.1t. all you that. kindle a 
Y and compaſs your ſelves about with ſparks ; walk 
the light of your fre, Tran in the ſparks which you bi 


kindled, this ſhall ye--have of mine hand, ye foall 


down in ſorrow, 

1- 
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i of 
n Of Direition : To Saints how to get the knot 
* | ledge of your fincerity by getting ſuch viſif 
at | actings of &race, that you mty know them Ce 
Ihe | eainly LO iz the acts of aving STAGE : ut 15 gy 
Te) exerciſe to ſome Saints, whether they be fince| 
m_ Saints, they labour in it for many years; 'and of 


Y | Miniſter gives fizns, at 2d they wry themſclves | 


Ar | them, and another gives ligns, ard they try thel 
GS) ſelves by them; and fn =tion s they think th 
ie ſee the ligns of Saints, and ſometimes the fig 
=! of hypocrites : and they don't know what 
d,) make of x ane -fves: the bit way is to get in 
nk exerciſe of 972C&, fat yOu NILY KN" w it to 
re prac; don't bot | grace he in a wiihering _ 
et! on: It it fowifh, rat ic may at vilbly: 
be ou mav c2itarr ly know It: your waik withd 
this, will never clear up your £2209 Condition. 1 
cy ; | 
- Con/ider, *3. There 35 good nfe of fi 
ad 8 tcu2 'figns waitanted by 


provideu they Ls tu 
: B 2 i 


© (918) | | 
ht interpretation of the Scripture 5 though \1 
any ſigns that men give are very . fallible : Ia 
he if "the ſigns be good, there is very good {fil 
S co be made of them; though a man may | 
ſigns of ſigns endlefsly z yet they are of |f: 
bod advantage to beget a probable knowledge |m 
F-a mans good eſtate z many perſons are in» \di 
durazed ' and ſupported by them. x Feb. 3. 14 |Þ« 
Gereby we know that we are paſſed from death | 
Þ life, becauſe we love the brethren + and they | 
& a further confirmation to thoſe that have be 
d Aſſurances of their fincerity : when they [kt 
L 
h 
r 


hd Scripture ſigns falling in with thoſe evis 
bnces, which they have formetly rectived, they 
& furcher eſtablijned thereby. 

( 
2. 


But the viſible aRaings of Grace will 
y all forts of Chriſtians. We may diſtin- 
Hh Chriſtians'into ewo torts 5 fome are perſons (fo! 
W great underitanding and knowl:dge, they [x6 
ve a Ceep inſight into thoſe ways of deceit Wa 
dg hypocriſy that the heart is ſubje&t ros [Y 
d they are apt to be puzled wich queſtions 
kd doubts, that fly over the heads of others; 
ey are afiraid of fuck deceits as other men 
dnt laipe&t : but when they have plain vitibl 
drkings of Grace, that they know to he Grac 
ms fully fatisfyes them * Thou knoweſt that 1 
e thee, Joh. 21.17. Others are weak and ig- 
Tant and can't givs many ſigns of trus Grace, 
J10T 


EL L 93 |: 
\tor Ciftinaly take them up, when they 
>: |Jaid down: yet when they plainly ' ſee the vi 
>d \fible aRtings ot ſaving Grace,” the thing 15 pr 
ay beyond queſtion, A weak woman 1s as 
of |{atisfyed chat ſhe loves her child 'as the ' wiſef 
pe \man in the land, though the can't make a largt 
n- \difcourſe upon it, nor prove it by intallible figr 
4+ a ſhe leels her love-: fo it is in this caſe. 
th | 
2y | 3- Though the viſible atings of Grace may 
ye tbe 'counterieited, yet they that have them, ms 
y know that they have them. There is nothing 
1+ but may be counterteited, men may counterfen 
y themſelves to be great men and holy men-: Go 
nd Silver, and Jewels may be connterfeired 
theſe viſible actings of Grace; men ma 
ill thave very ſtrong afteations ; where there is nc 
n- Jove or godly forrow. Matt. 8. 19. Maſter I will 
15 follow thee whither ſoever thou goeif, 1 Sam. 244 
y [x6. Saul lift up his woice aud wept, Men may! 
it fay Hoſanna to day, and Crucity to morraw4 
\: [Yet thoſe that have the- viſible adtings 
f Grace know .it. He thac d:eams thinks hel 
5s awake, but he that is awake, knows he is 
wa ke : though there be councericirs, yet the} 
le aftings may be known at the time, 


2h 


— 


1 | 4 Tf men have ſuch viſible a&tings of Grace} 
Z7- but now and then, they will be of great uſe 
o them as long as they live : though'«the) 


1 1:6] 

| may be after that Expoſed to | way Tempta| 
tions, yet theſe aftings of Grace that they hav 
en, will be a ſtay to them: they: will wor 
abiding hope in the heart ; they will often 
have occaſion to call to mind the years ,of thy 
right hand of the moſt high, and . their Son 
In the night. If a man ſhould live many yea 
after, he will not forget this. Pal. 63. 2. Tha 
if may ſee thy power and glory, ſo as I have ſe 
$hee in the Sanduary. if he . has great Tempta 
gions from deadneſs and from Gods with draw 
20gs:. this will come to mind, and ſo he wi 
Have | hope : and the more ſuch ads are re 
wpeated, the more advantage he is under to hay 
a feided Aſſurance of his ſincerity. 


ja, 


